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Sr. MATTHEW, viith, Chap. 12th. Vir, 


THEREFORE ALL THINGS, WHATSOEVER YE WOULD THAT Mx 
SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM: FoR THIS 18 
THE Law AND THE PROPHETS, 


UR bleſſed Redeemer in this chapter concludes his divine 
ſermon on the mount, and gives his hearers a recapitulation 


of the ſeveral parts of it, in ſuch a conciſe and ſummary manner, 


as might moſt . eaſily make the whole ſink deep into their minds, 
and by that means be of moſt ſervice to its original deſign, 


Some writers have ſuppoſed there is not a connection between 
the words of the text and thoſe which went before; and the word 
ce therefore is not thought to have its full force in this place; 
but only to denote a ſudden tranſition from one ſubject to another. 


But whether we underſtand them as having a manifeſt relation to the 


words which went before, in this or the preceding chapter, or by 
themſelves 


LF) 
themſelves indpendently, it is immaterial in the preſent caſe, as we may 
. underſtand them to be of univerſal obligation: and we may find in 
them that great rule of equity, — that rule which is moſt beneficial 


to the welfare and happinefs of ſociety, enforced upon us in the 
3 -moſt engaging manner, and upon the moſt rational motives, 


Urxpx the words of the text are comprehended all the branches of 
Juſtice and charity: and we are only referred to ourſelves, to ſearch into 
our own hearts, whether in ſuch particular circumſtances, we would 
deſire our aeighbous ſhould ſo behave to us, as we have the oppor- 

tunity of behaving to him? Whether we would, at any time or 
upon any. occaſion, deſire him not te do us an injury, or that he 


Would do us a kindnefs, every circumſtance- mar him and our- 


ſelves being impartially conſidered? 


Fisar, 1 purpoſe to conſider the — of this rule of equity. 


Sxeonpry, under what reſtrictions it is ſometimes to be limited: 
for we ſhall'find; in order to be a rule of equity, properly ſo called, 
it muſt neceſſarily be under ſome certain reſtrictions. 


"LasrtLy, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the excellence and uſefulneſs, 
of it; under the former of which, I ſhall have regard to the further 
recommendation given to it by our Saviour, when he declares it 
to be © the law and the 8 i 
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we have all of us, it muſt be allowed, a defire of happineſs and 
an averſion to miſery implanted within us: at leafl, it will be grant- | 
ed, that pleaſure and pain are the firſt fenfations excited in or im- 
preſſed upon us. Self- love of itſelf, therefore, will make us by all 
poſſible means purſue the one and avoid the other. We cannot dut 
obſerve further, that the ſame deſires and averſions, we find in our- 
ſelves, are common to the reſt of mankind. The generality of 
theſe impreſſions, therefore, and the neceſſity we are all under of 
entering into ſociety, and that alſo from our incapacity to defend 
and ſupport ourſelves, are together an undeniable argument for the efta- 
bliſhment of this rule of equity, that in all things, whatſoever we 


e would that men ſhould do to us, we ſhould do even fo to then.“ 


' In another place “ our Saviour commands us to love our neigh 
bour as ourſelves, It may ſeem impoſſible, we ſhould love another 
with the fame degree of affection we do ourſelves; as ſelf-preſer= 
vation is not improperly called the firſt law of nature. 


Bur this objection will be eafily removed, if we underſtand the 
words of our Redeemer in this place, in the ſame ſenſe as thoſe of 
the text: which only imply, we are to behave ourſelves to our 
neighbour, or fellow- creature, as (every circumſtance on both ſides 
impartially conſidered) we. would deſire he ſhould behave to vs, 


were we in his ſituation, and he in ours. | : x 20 


B | Bur 
* St, Matt. xix. 19. | | 


(-. 10) 


Bur the conſideration of the ſecond particular, - under what reſtricti- 


ons this rule of equity is ſometimes to be limited, will yet more fully 


explain the true meaning of the text. 


Ir may, on a ſuperficial view, ſeem improper to ſay, it-is to be 
limited in any reſpe&, eſpecially when it has been before ſaid to 
be of univerſal obligation: and, our Saviour expreſly directs us, © in 


all things,” we are to have regard to it in our behaviour to others. 


Bur there are evidently many caſes, in which we ſhould be great- 
ly miſled in our reference to ſelf-love, or, in other words, to our- 
ſelves only in our behaviour. The love we have for ourſelves 1s 
ſeldom untainted with paſſion or prejudice : and, if we were to con- 
ſider only what we ſhould deſire in any particular caſe, we ſhould 
not always avoid, if not the actual commiſſion of ſin, at leaſt the i impu- 
tation of having given to athers our countenance or aſſiſtance in it. 


Fox inſtance, if the Ol Slant diveſt himſelf of his authority, 

and pardon the fierce felon, whoſe depredations on the. human peace 
almoſt forbid compaſſion, (if man can poſſibly fall to ſo low and 
depraved a ſtate as not to claim compaſſion) — ſhould the Judge 
pardon him, merely from the conſideration of what he himſelf would 


wiſh from him, was he in his ſituation : by ſo doing, he would 


himſelf be guilty of an high offence againſt his duty; he would 


hurt 
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hurt ſociety in the tendereſt part, and 5 certainly be faid to 
3», „* 


* * 


— 


So likewiſe a perſon under the dominion of ſin, under the power 


4 of evil habits, is continually endeavouring to find out occaſions to 
gratify his violent propenſity: and were we in the ſame unhappy 


ſituation, we ſhould doubtleſs, in many caſes, deſire and wiſh the 
ſame: and yet, on that account, to countenance or adminiſter to 


vice, would certainly be to commit fin ourſelves, or, at leaſt, to be 


partakers of it. 


To . thats. and many other ſuch difficulties, we muſt ne- 


ceſſarily underſtand the words of the text, © in all things, with this 


reſtriction, — not as including all things whatſoever, in general, in 
the ſtri& ſenſe of the words; but all things, which our duty to Gov, 
our neighbour, and ourſelves, impartially and properly conſidered 0 on 
both ſides, will permit us to do. 


Axp this, in ſhort, is what we are bound to have regard to in 
the caſe of our neighbour on every occaſion. Neither can this ex- 
Planation in any reſpect be termed confined or partial, when we are 
commanded by our moſt holy Religion, in our behaviour to our neigh- 
bour on all occaſions, to have eſpecial regard, not only to what is 
ſtri& juſtice, but we are to allow yet conſiderably more to the delight- 


ful and amiable purpoſes of charity. 


THE 


* Rom. Xl, 4. 


612 


- Taz neceſſity af this reſtriction of the words of the text, will 
likewife further appear, if we conſider, that, as we are all equally 
liable to the diſpleaſure of Gop for any wilful diſregard to our du- 
ty; ſo in like manner, ſelf- love itſelf, to which we are. referred by 
our Saviour, for the regard we are to have to our neighbour, ſug- 


gelts to us, that were we in the extremity of fituation he is under, 


Whatever it be, we ſhould not deſire any affiſtance or ſupport from 
him, Which might oblige him to act againſt his duty, or even en- 
danger his regard to it. So that, in all things, we need only aſk 


ourſelves, what our duty will permit us to do, and what to expect 


ourſelves under the ſame circumſtances, and we may ſafely refer 


qurſelves to ſelf-love for a proper anſwer, ſince all paſſion and pre- 
judice will be entirely excluded from determining in any 1 5 for 


us in the caſe. 


© * that, van the whole, this regard to what our duty will per- 
mit us to do, which, at firſt, appeared to be ſome reſtriction upon 


the words of the text, will, in the end ſeem not ſuch in any re- 


ſpect; but, on the contrary, abſolutely neceſſary to their right ex- 
Planation; and, without which, this rule of equity itſelf can never 
| I properly eſtabliſhed, 


1 * ſhalt now # proceed, laſtly, to. endeavour to ſhew the uſefulneſs and 
excellence of this precept of our Saviour: © whatſoever ye would 
e that men ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to them: and the ex- 


cellence more eſpecially, from his recommendation of it, © as it is the 
law and the prophets.” o 


E. e ee n ee * 1 2 
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'To- inſtance in every particular, what may regard the uſefulneſs 
of this. rule of equity, the preſent occaſion will not admit, — neither 


indeed is it poſlible, It will be ſufficient to obſerye — that with- 
cout this moſt uſeful rule, ſo powerfully enforced as it is on the mind 


of every perſon by that principle we call. Conſcience, — we ſhould 
find but a feeble aſiſtant for the ſecurity of life or property from 
juſtice alone; bleſſed as we are with the wiſeſt adminiftration of 
it in this kingdom, Artifice and cynning, might put on many 
more diſguiſes, than they now appear under, but for this principle 
of conſcience z which, more or leſs, in proportion to its powerful 
influence, makes the proper and: juſt diſtinction between the barba- 
rous and civilized part of mankind. In how many more inſtances, 
than thoſe. too ofren to be met with, might innocence be oppreſſed, 
might weakneſs of underſtanding be taken advantage of to the worſt 
purpoſes, and even the profeſſed libertine, the unjuſt, and the op- 
preſſor, not only eſcape unſeen, but perhaps defy all human juſtice ! 
Of what little avail would be all the wiſe policy of government,— 
the very utmoſt exertion of human wifdom in the promulgation ws 
eſtabliſhment of laws, without this 3 of confcience exiſting 


in the mind of man 


Tux 1 of this duty is ſufficiently apparent from the uſe- 
fulneſs of it; but our bleſſed Redeemer enforces it yet further, as 


«it is the law and the prophets: ” or in other words, it is the fum 
of what was intended in the law of the ſecond table given to Mofes 
by God himſelf, and of all thoſe precepts, which were at ſeveral 


times 


LJ 


times given by the prophets, either as ſmaller branches of the law 
of Moſes, or as explanations only of particular parts of it. For 
how can the reſpect due to our parents and ſuperiors ;—how can 
the life and property of others;—how can the inviolable regard due 
to the marriage bed, and the innocence of others; or, laſtly, - that 
which we owe to our integrity, when we make a ſolemn appeal to God 
before a Magiſtrate—how can all theſe be better ſecured, than by 
this precept of our Saviour, whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 
& do to you, do ye even fo to them.” From this, as from their 
common ſource, all the laws of the ſecond table were originally 
derived, and into this they may be ultimately reſolved. This, if 
rightly obſerved, would more fully obtain every end of human laws, 
than all the wiſdom and ſtrength with which they can be promul- 
gated and enforced. © He that lovetb another,” ſays St. Paul, © hath 
e fulfilled the law. For this thou ſhalt not commit adultery; thou 
ce Halt not kill; thou ſhalt not ſteal; thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs; 
* thou ſhalt not covet: and if there be any other commandment, it is 
ce briefly comprebended in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
e Sour as thyſelf,, Love worketh no ill to bis neighbour: therefore 
ce love is the fulfilling of the law,” * 


War regard the prophets have had to the precept of the text, 
appears from ſeveral parts of the old Teſtament: and moſt parti- 
cularly from thoſe ſolemn words of the prophet Micah, which ought 

5 to 


* Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. 
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to be in our minds throughout the whole of our lives, and con- 


tinually to direct our conduct: © He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 


« js good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 


and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?“ 


To conclude. Let our Saviour's moſt | amiable precept of equity, 
of love unfeigned, of univerſal charity, be conſtantly in our minds. 
Let all of us ever remember we are the children of the ſame com- 


mon parent, who ever conſults the good of his creatures, and“ his 


« tender mercies are over all his works: F that he has permitted 
us to labour under a variety of infirmities in this world, and no 
leſs -a variety in degree of underſtanding and ability, to alleviate 
theſe troubles of our nature and the afflictions of life, one for 
another, as our ſeveral occaſions may require: and that ſelf- love and 
ſocial ought to be in the minds. of all of us inſeparable. 


Fox what purpoſe did our Ereator place us amidſt human ſoci- 
ety, but that we might cultivate humanity, and all of us in our 
ſeveral ſituations contribute to the general felicity? The good we 
may be able to do, in our ſphere of life, whether great or ſmall, 


will be ſweet to us in our paſſage through this mortal ſtate. How 


great happineſs would ariſe from our becoming univerſally humane 
and charitable, —attentive to the advantages and inclinations,—the 
hopes and fears, —the wants and ſorrows of one another! We 


Fo : ſhould 
® Micah, vi. 8. f Pfal. cxlv. 9. 


616 ) 


ſhould then experience . the happy influence the prophet Tſaiah fo 
beautifully deſcribes of ſome more advanced period of the Meffiah's 
reign, as diffuſing. peace and felicity over all nature; when true re- 
ligion ſhall univerſally prevail, and the native tendency of the Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt attain its entire effect. The wolf ſhall dwell 
& with the lamb, and the leopard lie down with the kid; and the calf 
ec © and the young lion, and the fatling together; and a little child ſhall 
« lead them. The lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox; and the fucking 
ce child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put 
« hig hand on the cockatrice den. They ſhall not hurt or deſtroy in all 
« my. boly mountain; for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
r the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. ” 8 


Bur this as and happy period is not yet arrived. How long 
the forbearance of God will permit the depravity of mankind to 
delay its coming, — how long he will ſuffer the lawleſs and diſo- 


bedient to prevail, cannot by us be determined. In the mean time, 


to prevent the world from running into confuſion, — to reftrain thoſe 
who would invade the rights of ſociety, in every wiſe ſtate, laws 
have been eſtabliſhed. By theſe, mankind are united, the peace of 
ſociety is ſecured, and mutual confidence is diffuſed through ci 


life. And as, in all good poveraments, laws are derived from the 
invariable 


| 7 T See Dr. Blair's yery excellent diſcourſe on the Importance of Religious edge 


to Mankind. Vol. II. Serm. 15. 


+ Ifaiah xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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invariable principles of religion and virtue, they are ultimately re- 
ſolvable into the will of Gop; and conſequently, do moſt juſtly de- 
mand our implicit and ready obedience. Let, therefore, a deep and 
awful ſenſe of our duty to Gob, and a conſtant and grateful re- 


membrance of thoſe felicities we enjoy under our moſt excellent 


conſtitution, determine us to ſupport the majeſty of religion, and 
reverence the laws of our country; let theſe incline us to unani- 


mity, to peace, and to concord; that our land may, in ſome de- 


gree, become like that future kingdom of everlaſting peace and joy, 
where our imperfect, but earneſt endeavours after virtue, during 


our term of probation in this mortal ſtate, will, through the merits 


of our ever bleſſed Redeemer, be returned to us /even-fold into 
ce our boſoms,” 


TIEN 


* « 


28 © 


A * 


ak 


175 * 


ES 


* 


. 


&f 


141 


£71 


A 


# I 
5 7 
* 


* not 
3 
+ ” 
is q 
2 4 
2 * 
** - * 
. 4 


Rn 


1 
= 
4 


1 


" - 
S 
* 
vet” 4g 


.— at „ 
. 
— fu 
2 7 
" 


ne? 


„ * 62S 
* 


